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A Tale of Four Boys  
The year is 1949.  A mom is working and struggling to take care of her four small boys.  Her husband, 
their dad, died 4 years ago.  She has tried everything.  There is no one to help.  She is desperate so she 
turns to the Church of God Orphanage.  Her only request 
is that the boys never be separated.  Then 
Superintendent, C.H. Rochester agreed to help and 
promised never to separate the boys.  Mom grabbed a 
taxi and with a broken heart of desperation, left her 4 
precious boys in the care of the Church of God.  Larry 
was 10, Ronald was 9, Clifford was 7 and Bobby was 6.  
It was December and the boys got there just in time for 
a Christmas party.  Santa was there.  He had gifts for 
everyone except the 4 boys who just came.  The boys 
cried, already hurting from being separated from mom.  
Someone came forward and told the boys, “Santa will 
have something for you later, but until then here is a 
silver dollar for each of you.”  The boys bought all the 
candy they could for a silver dollar and instantly became popular with their newfound family.  There was 
16 boys in the old two-story farmhouse they lived in.  Mr. Canon, the president of Canon Mills, had 
provided it for the Home.  As they recall, the work was hard at the Home.  They had to milk cows, repair 
fences, and gather eggs, help care for and butcher hogs.  It was a tough life but they were cared for and 
taught. Mom visited them every Sunday.  Larry would graduate High School and go on to be an attorney.  
Ronald graduated and went on to be a professor at Lee University.  The two younger boys would 
eventually be reunited with mom.  Clifford would later graduate and go on to be a very successful jewelry 
store owner and Bobby would graduate and become a successful business owner running equipment 
rental businesses.  I was privileged recently to meet the Harris boys and I was blessed to hear how God 
answered their mom’s prayers and how He guided their lives.  Clifford related to me how he believed the 
Home helped keep he and his brothers together and for that he was thankful.  They all expressed 
gratitude for the help of the Church and the Children’s Home.  This is what you support when you give to 
the Church of God Children’s Home.  I want to thank the Harris boys for sharing their story with me.  I 
want to thank God for the Church of God Children’s Home and all the beautiful children who have passed 
through this place.  I want to thank you for supporting this great ministry.   ~ Ken Hudson 
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Become a 
Children’s 

Home Partner

120 Club - $10 per month 

Sponsor a Teen mother/
baby -$50 per month   
Receive a picture, limited 
information, and the ability to 
correspond with the mother. 

Sponsor a Cottage -   
$100 per month   
Receive information about a 
cottage in a monthly letter from the 
house parents.  Correspond and 
visit your cottage. 

Sponsor a Child  
$25 per month    
Receive a picture of the child with 
limited information and the ability to 
correspond with him/her. 

When you shop on Amazon, go to: 

smile.amazon.com  
 choose Church of God Children’s 
Home of North Carolina as the 
non-profit recipient.  Our home 
will receive 0.5% of the purchase 
total.

Vamsi Surapaneni & 
friends brought cake, cookies, 
drinks and chocolate for our residents and 
also treated our boys & girls cottages to dinner 

at River Grill & Buffet

Boys enjoying a 
warmer spring 

evening playing 
basketball

Brother Randy Money and men 

from Jonesville Church of God did 

some landscaping at the director’s 

home.

While out on 
patrol, a 

Kannapolis Police 
officer saw one of 

our guys out 
playing basketball, 
so he stopped and 

joined him.

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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Pantry Items Ziplock bags (gal & qt.) 

Cereal      Coffee     Mayonnaise     Spaghetti sauce 

Spaghetti noodles     Juice (orange, apple & grape)     

Toiletries/
Personal Items 

men & women’s 
disposable razors 

toilet tissue 

paper towels 

diapers sizes 4, 5 

bras                                
(sizes 32 & 34 A,B,C 

&D) 

African American 
hair products for kids 

& adults

Special Needs 

crib sheets 

pillows - standard size 

zippered plastic mattress 
covers - twin size 

Weed eater string 
(commercial strength .95) 

Gas cards for lawn 
mowers (non ethanol) 

Trash Bags: 

13 gal. Kitchen bags 

33 & 39-gal trash bags

Current Needs List

Mark and Cici’s Pizza 
hosted us for a night out 
and donated money for 

our game room.

Tom Coley recently read 
in our newsletter about 
our needs and decided 

he wanted to get some of 
everything on the list. 
 He did just that!  He 
and his wife donated 

$1200 worth of supplies 
including some of 

everything on the list!

Men on Mission from Crisfield, MD came 
to serve.  They put up new lights, 

repaired our mowers and tractors and 
much more around around the home.

2nd Treasures 
Thrift Store 

Open:  

Wed. & Fri. 
9am-1pm & 
2pm-5pm  

Sat. 9am-4pm 
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COGCH Board of Directors 

Chairman  Co-Chairman 

Ken Bell Dennis Page 

~~~~~~ 

Lisa Strickland Richard Franklin Lauren Davis 

Pat Palmquist  Boyd Bylerly  Darian Parker 

Vincent Tillman J.D. Hudson  James McIntyre 

Cindy Prezz, family & friends had devotion time & 
games with us and brought snacks

We had some 
very happy 
boys when 

Rhenie and her 
husband Sam 
brought Easter outfits along with 

some summer clothes.  

Hendersonville 

Church of God’s 

Children’s church 

collected $423.62 in 

change for our Home. 

 Wow! Thanks to 

Pastor Steve Morrison 

and his church.

In March, we lost one of our board members with 
the passing of Dr. Thurman Jenkins. He had 

served on our board since 2011.   

2 Timothy 4:7-8 I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith; Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.


